State of the art and future trends in heart transplantation and ventricular assist devices.
The authors present a short review of the milestones in clinical heart transplantation and the prerequisites they regarded as indispensable to be able to start a clinical programme in their own centre. Next, they describe various types of ventricular assist devices (VAD) and the indications for their use. In conclusion, the authors discuss the prospects of, and future trends in, heart transplantation and VAD that have become, despite their short history, a clinical reality and whose practical importance is to grow further.